Abstract: This study has, for the first time made it possible to describe the aquatic vegetation of the Danube River on the basis of a unified methodology for field surveying, data pro cessing and the display of results. Some features of species richness, species composition and dominance are presented. As the surveyed reaches of the river and the flood plain water body systems represent only a miniature section of the river a complete picture is far away, although surveys were made in all important parts of the Danube. Ye t, some aspects are very clear and may not change much in any future, more detailed surveys. The total number of aquatic macrophyte species was high and made up of 4 charaphytes, 10 mosses and liver worts and 66 vascular species (only hydrophytes and amphiphytes were counted; filamentous algae and helophytes were excluded). The occurrence of mosses is almost exclusively re stricted to the upper reach.
Introduction
This contribution summarizes some of the aspects detailed in the descriptions of the different reaches of the Danube River, which were subject to the survey performed in the "Pilot Study", and are presented elsewhere in this volume. This was the first attempt to study the aquatic macrophyte vegetation of the largest river in Central Europe, which is second in length only to the Vo lga. The individual data sources relating to the main river and its flood plain water bodies were collated to gain a general overview of the Danube River as a system of different aquatic habitat ensembles. A short review has been devoted to the results from tributaries and the discussion focused on bio-indication. Far from being able to provide a conclusive and final picture of this large river at this stage, the outlook for future research activities is considered.
